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Climbing the Social Ladder:
Asian American Education
and Social Mobility Across
the United States
Syeda Jamshed
Department of Political Science
UNLV Honors College

Asian Americans are the fastestgrowing ethnic group in southern
Nevada and the U.S.
The Asian population in the U.S. has grown 72% since 2000 (in millions)

Research
Objectives

1. Examine whether education
influences socioeconomic
advancement of Asian Americans.

2. Examine whether the relationship
between education and social
mobility varies among different subgroups of Asian Americans,
including South Asians.

Research
Questions

1. How does educational attainment
affect the socioeconomic status of
Asian Americans in the United
States? Do the effects of education
vary among different subgroups of
Asians, and specifically South
Asians?
2. Does social capital- such as
membership in an immigrant club, civic
association, religious school, or other
immigrant network- influence mobility
among Asian Americans, and South
Asians in particular?

Background Information
1. Model Minority Myth
2. Educational Attainment
3. Socioeconomic Status
4. Social Capital
5. Educational policies

About the Data
The National Asian American
Survey is a representative sample
that includes data on educational
attainment, social capital, and
various ethnic and immigrant
groups, including different Asian
American sub-groups

Sample of Asians living in
all fifty U.S. states

Basic Model Results

1. Asians, in comparison to Whites, had
less self-reported income.
2. Respondents who had some or
completed college or graduate
education, had a much larger family
income than the reference category.
3. Race/Ethnicity along with
education have a major effect on
the social mobility of individuals.

Full Model Results

1. Consistent with the first model
(Table 1), Asians, in comparison to
Whites, had less self-reported
income, on average.
2. Respondents who are active with
other members of their faith groups
have less income, on average.

Key Findings
1. Education provides critical skills for social mobility
as it provides individuals more leverage in the labor
market in order to earn a higher salary.
2. Race/Ethnicity also have a major effect on the social
mobility of individuals, particularly minorities.
3. In comparison to Whites as the reference category,
Asians reported less self-reported income, on
average.

Broader Implications & Future Directions
1. Education makes a significant difference in people's lives.
2. Competent access to education is critical for people of all
backgrounds and especially minorities.
3. Asians as a minority face various social, economic, and
educational barriers in the United States.
4. Diversity is critical for a society as a whole.
5. Policymakers should educate themselves on the struggles
that Asian Americans face and strive to compose inclusive
education policies.

